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Editorial 

 

Reflecting on 9/11 Twenty Years 
Later” 

by Anil Shrivastava ‘Musafir’ 
 

 

It was a beautiful Fall morning in Michigan. Life 

was normal and peaceful. I entered the lobby of 

my office building in Pontiac around 8:45 am EST. 

Lo and behold! I saw a plane approaching the 

North Tower of the World Trade Center on the TV 

screen. OMG! What’s happening? The pilot must 

be on drugs I thought. Then there was a big 

smoke. Yes, the plane had hit the tower right on. 

The security guard (a woman)  

screamed at the top of her voice,” What the 

f*%#$!!” 

While we were frozen in shock, I saw another 

plane approaching the South Tower. I knew 

exactly then that it was a terrorist attack. No 

kidding! Both the towers fell creating a pile of dust 

and debris one after another. 3,000 folks perished 

in that disaster. Hundreds of firefighters knowing 

that they won’t come back alive rushed inside the 

collapsing towers to rescue people. The most 
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heart-wrenching moment for me was watching a 

person jump in desperation from the 100th floor 

of the tower to his death. 

The twenty-first century had just begun nine 

months ago. What a disastrous way to start the 

new century. Things have never been the same 

since then. To take revenge on the enemy USA 

went into Afghanistan to cut off the head of the 

snake. The War on Terror was started by 

President George W. Bush and ended by Joe Biden 

twenty years later. On the twentieth anniversary 

of 9/11, I feel shaken again. I will never 

understand why someone will kill 3000 innocent 

people. I know people have lost their lives before 

also. 9/11 was not the first time that it happened. 

450,000 died in the American Civil War. 

Approximately 85,000,000 died over the course of 

WWII, including the single-day death tolls of 1,177 

at Pearl Harbor, 145,000 in Dresden, and 60,000 

at Hiroshima. But I was not a witness to those 

mayhems nor were those scenes played on live TV 

for me to watch. That was then. We are in a new 

century now. 

The Al Qaeda hijackers were not paid soldiers. 

They did not use any of their own weapons to 

attack us. The whole plot and action were at our 

cost. They used our planes as missiles, they 

consumed our fuel and destroyed our landmarks 

along with killing thousands of us. They left 

permanent scars in our hearts and souls. That was 

quite remarkable. They did to us what we could 

not do to them after spending trillions of dollars, 

losing thousands of lives, and deploying the most 

sophisticated weapons mankind has ever known. 

They hurt us. We couldn’t hurt them because they 

have no conscience. They are devoid of emotions. 

Above all, they don’t have much to lose, anyway. 

They stone their women to death in front of 

cheering crowd; they marry their daughters as 

young as ten years old to terrorists; they massacre 

and behead their own people mercilessly in the 

name of religion. 

Mr. Bush, who threatened and came through on 

his promise of ‘bombing Afghanistan into the 

stone age didn’t realize that millions of Afghans 

were already living in stone ages on 9/11 and they 

still are. Folks ask me, “Where were you on the 

day of 9/11?” I was in fear then and I am in fear 

now. Ruthless people and clans emerge in all ages. 

We all know about the Huns, the Barbarians, the 

Mongols and the Nazis. They will not cease to crop 

up in the future either. 9/11 just happened during 

our time on terra firma. 

 

Life at twenty-five 

Ashok Kumar Lal 
 

A time comes when boy is five, 

He learns how to walk, 

How to smile, how to talk, 

How to run, how to fall. 

 

When he becomes ten, 

Writes with pen, 

Looks up to men, 

Who’ve sustained. 

 

When sixteen going on seventeen, 

Flowers bloom, nature is pristine, 

Sun shines brighter, sky looks blue, 

He finds love, a constant déjà vu. 

 

At twenty problems are plenty, 

Worry of future, makes a bit dainty, 

Then comes twenty-five, 

He enters into life. 

 

He deal with strife, 

Just like bees and hive, 

Those who survive,  

Really thrive. 
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Let the Islamic World Decide What Their 
Women Want 

 by Anil Shrivastava ‘Musafir’ 
 

Western society has a history of imposing its 

own ideas and philosophy on the Islamic world 

without asking them what they really want. The 

Western powers failed in democratizing the 

Islamic countries in the Middle East. Now they 

want to modernize their women without asking 

them what do women in the Middle East 

countries really want. This may hurt the 

Western countries in the long run. 

The fact remains that the majority of 

Muslim women in the Middle East 

are happy with their situation in life 

and they don’t welcome the 

Western idea of women’s liberation. 

Westerners often tend to assess the 

circumstances of Muslim women in 

terms of obvious inequities between 

the status of men and women. They 

first need to understand the men-

women relationships from within the 

Islamic perspective. 

The Muslim women in Afghanistan 

and many other middle eastern 

countries accept the fact that God 

gave men utter authority over 

women. And they are contented 

with that. I have watched at least 20 

Pakistani dramas where modern and 

highly educated women willingly 

accept male dominance over them. 

The male-dominated code of a 

culture some Westerners think is 

oppressive, even barbaric, frames a 

peaceful, pleasant existence in 

Muslim society. 

Muslim men and women in those countries are 

very religious and they like to lead their lives as 

specified in the Quran. The Quran clearly states: 

“Men have authority over women because God 

has made the one superior to the other and 

because they spend their wealth to maintain 

them. Good women are obedient. They guard 
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their unseen parts because God has guarded 

them. " 

Further, both the Muslim men and women 

believe that because of their innate qualities 

and characteristics God has defined different 

roles and functions for men and women. Their 

somatic and psychological differences 

determine the distinct but complementary 

duties prescribed for each. 

According to the Islamic belief, men and women 

are equal but different: 

“Allah has promised to the believers, men, and 

women, gardens under which rivers flow, to 

dwell therein, and beautiful mansions in 

gardens of everlasting bliss. “Qur’an 9:72 

“And the male is not like the female. “Qur’an 

3:36 

I know a few Muslim women in the U.S. don 

hijab and veil according to their own will. Those 

women belong to affluent and liberal Muslim 

families. Some years ago, a female Muslim 

colleague at work suddenly started covering her 

head in the hijab. I asked her the reason and 

she replied that she was just following her 

religion. So, it’s not always coercion or fear as 

we assume in the West. 

Let me cite certain rights women have in Islam: 

“She has the right to work and spend the 

money she earns as she wishes. She has no 

obligation to share her money with her husband 

or any other family members, although she may 

choose to do so out of goodwill. For instance, 

Khadija, the wife of the Prophet Muhammad 

was one of the most successful businesswomen 

of Mecca and she freely spent from her wealth 

to support her husband and the cause of Islam. 

At the time of marriage, a woman is entitled to 

a financial gift (dowry) from her husband. This 

dowry is legally owned by her and cannot be 

used by anyone else. In the case of divorce, she 

has the right to keep whatever she owned 

before the divorce and anything she personally 

earned after marriage. The former husband has 

no right whatsoever to any of her belongings. 

This ensures a woman’s financial security and 

independence, allowing her to support herself 

in the case of divorce.” (Islamic Society of 

Greater Lansing) 

The Islamic countries are slowly providing more 

rights to women. In Saudi Arabia, women are 

now allowed to drive and go out without a male 

escort. We shouldn’t expect them to follow our 

deadline nor should we rush them to meet our 

timetable. Here is a history of reform in the 

Islamic world: 

“Before Islam, women were considered 

shameful, female children were buried alive, 

prostitution was rampant, divorce was only in 

the hands of the husband, inheritance was only 

for the strong, and oppression was widespread. 

Islam came and abolished these practices. Even 

now, in “developed countries”, women are not 

granted respect, dignity, and honor, let alone 

equal pay for equal work. Islam, however, 

regards women as precious and valuable, not to 

be disrespected or disgraced. The mistreatment 

of women in some Middle-Eastern countries or 

Muslim families are due to cultural factors that 

some Muslims wrongly follow, not because of 

Islam. Why would many women around the 

world willingly enter Islam if it is an oppressive 

religion?” (Excerpts from Women's Rights in 

Islam) 

Whether the Muslim women in those countries 

want a Western-style liberation should be left 

to them alone. Let’s not get into imposing our 

cultural norms on them. 
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"

by Anil Shrivastava “Musafir” 

 

  

Enough has been said and written about 
America’s chaotic retreat from Afghanistan. 
I didn’t want to add another voice to the 
undeniable noisy choir. All I know is that 
“this too shall pass.” The next presidential 
election is more than three years away. All 
will be forgotten and forgiven by that time. 
What will remain is a divided nation 
fighting over party allegiance, abortion, 
LGBTQ rights, guns, and maybe the 
economy. That’s what happens in America. 

Most Americans can’t differentiate between 
Afghanistan and Lebanon, maybe, rightly 
so. They wake up in the morning (most of 
them), earn a living, come home, have a 
beer, watch TV, pay bills and go to bed. 
They elect career politicians to worry about 
the rest. 

“You would need an electron microscope to 
detect the effect of Afghanistan on any 
congressional race in the last decade,” 
Biddle said, referring to the American 
political picture. “It’s been invisible.” 
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Russonello, Giovanni (NY Times, August 15, 
2021) 

Who cares what Mr. Biden promised and 
what is he delivering? Mr. Biden said, 
“America is back, multilateralism is back, 
diplomacy is back.” Back to where? If you 
don’t have an answer, don’t worry. The core 
Democrats will vote for him no matter what 
just like the core Republicans will vote for 
Trump, no matter what. It’s the 
Independents like me who will be caught in 
the middle rationalize our choices. 

Betraying allies and fighting wars without a 
cause is nothing new for America. We have 
done that in Korea, Vietnam, Iraq, and most 
recently in Afghanistan. Just recently 
Donald Trump abandoned the Kurds of 
Syria, leaving them vulnerable to attack by 
Turkey. President George W Bush promised 
Qaddafi of Libya that the United States 
would not attempt to overthrow his regime 
if he destroyed weapons of mass 
destruction. Later, President Barack 
Obama’s administration ignored that earlier 
pledge and collaborated in Qaddafi’s 
overthrow. The lessons of Libya have not 
been lost on other countries. North Koreans 
have repeatedly invoked this example to 
justify the country’s nuclear weapons 
program and to warn against ever trusting 
assurances from the United States. 

Under these conditions, why would any 
sensible government take America’s word 
for anything? Why would any halfway 
smart adversary make substantial 

concessions to the United States in 
exchange for U.S. promises, assurances, or 
pledges? 

No one trusts America anymore. The British 
Member of Parliament, Gavin Barbell made 
this statement about America, “The lesson 
for Europeans is clear. Whoever is 
president, the US is unlikely to offer the 
same support that it used to in parts of the 
world where its vital interests are not 
involved. Europeans are going to have to 
develop the capability to intervene without 
US support.” 

"We lived a little bit the great illusion," said 
French Parliamentarian Nathalie Loiseau. 
"We thought America was back, while in 
fact, America withdraws." 

According to U.S. News and World Report, 
America’s trustworthiness is at 34 on a 
scale of 1 to 100 ranking at number 20 
among the world’s most trusted nations. 

Mr. Biden’s approval rating among 
Democrats is still above 90% and Mr. 
Trump’s approval rating among 
Republicans is still above 70% (Source 
Washington Post). 

And no matter how disappointed one 
maybe, I don’t see any scenario where the 
Americans would care about Mr. Biden’s 
faux pas and miscalculations. So, don’t 
worry, be happy; we are in America. 
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Truth about the Chip Shortage 
by Anil Shrivastava ‘Musafir’ 

 

 

Theartificial life that we have created for 

ourselves today is mainly dependent on two 

major man-made inventions, communication 

satellites and electronic chips (chips). Practically 

everything that we use today is operated with 

the help of those tiny chips, such as cars, 

computers, phones, washing machines, electric 

toothbrushes, and refrigerators to name a few. 

There are microchips in nearly everything we 

own. 

Right now, we have a shortage of chips that has 

forced car companies to halt production, has 

caused prices of products to go up, and may 

already have endangered America’s national 

security. This is concerning. The worst part is 

that the U.S.A. is almost entirely dependent on 

one Taiwanese company, Taiwan 

Semiconductor Manufacturing Co. (TSMC) for 

procuring these chips. Although the microchips 

were 

invented in the United States, there is only one 

chip manufacturing company left here today 

named Intel. 

TSMC’s technology is so advanced that it now 

makes along with UMC (another Taiwanese 

company) around 42% of the world’s most 

sophisticated chips. Intel’s global market share 

is just 15.6% and its chips’ capability is inferior 

to TSMC’s. TSMC plans to invest another 100 

billion dollars to expand its research and 

production facilities in the next three years. 

Compared to that, Intel’s plan is to spend 

another 20 billion dollars in Arizona. 

Before I go any further into the topic, let me 

mention that the present shortages of chips 

happened due to interruption in the supply 

chain caused by the Covid pandemic and 

because of an unprecedented increase in 
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demand for these electronic chips. According to 

some estimates, normalcy in the industry will 

not be achieved until the year 2023. 

This is the result of America’s short-sightedness 

in planning ahead in combination with savage 

corporate greed. Unfortunately, the tech giant's 

only motive is to make money at any cost. They 

are the true rulers of America and they decide 

American policies at home and abroad. We, the 

people merely go to the polling booths to elect 

so-called representatives who are paid agents 

of big corporations. Our politicians and 

corporations have made us vulnerable for their 

own profit. 

Apple decided to buy chips overseas to add to 

its profit. Think about this, Apple will get nearly 

53% of all the chips produced by TSMC in 2021. 

TSMC always prioritizes Apple and Apple always 

gets cutting-edge technology from them. In 

fact, even our own American chip 

manufacturing company Intel plans to get chips 

from TSMC starting next year. 

“Apple has money and the quantity that could 

match TSMC’s ability. Apple sells more than 200 

million iPhones and nearly 50 million iPads per 

year. With the introduction of M1 Macs, the 

quantity of Apple devices with TSMC chips will 

definitely grow. Apple definitely needs at least 

200 million chips per year and they have the 

money to procure it. Prioritizing Apple definitely 

makes sense for TSMC when you see it in this 

regard. (Dhanush, July 5, 2021, Medium.com).” 

Apple is not alone in making us depend on 

TSMC. Other U.S. corporations including AMD, 

ARM, Broadcom, Marvell, MediaTek, Nvidia, 

and many more have also followed the lead of 

Apple. The irony is that American consumers 

would buy anything from anyone just to save a 

penny. We all ought to be blamed for this. 

Mr. Biden wants to include $37 billion in his 

infrastructure package to help America find a 

solution for the microchip shortage. For Mr. 

Biden everything is symbolic. He stated on 

February 23, 2021, “I’m directing senior officials 

in my administration to work with industry 

leaders to identify solutions to the 

semiconductor shortfall,” “Congress has 

authorized a bill but they need ... $37 billion to 

make sure that we have this capacity. I’ll push 

for that as well.” 

What is $37 billion going to achieve? As I 

mentioned earlier TSMC alone is planning to 

spend $100 billion to expand its operation in 

Taiwan. In my opinion, the U.S. government 

should start a program of its own on NASA’s 

scale to develop and manufacture microchips. 

Although I am an ardent supporter of free 

enterprise, the technology giants have failed us 

and have endangered our national security. 

NASA was created in response to the Soviet 

Union's October 4, 1957 launch of its first 

satellite, Sputnik I. The United States prided 

itself on being at the forefront of technology, 

and, embarrassed, immediately began 

developing a response, signaling the start of the 

U.S.-Soviet space race. John F Kennedy said the 

following on September 12, 1962: 

“We choose to go to the moon. We choose to 

go to the moon in this decade and do the other 

things, not because they are easy, but because 

they are hard because that goal will serve to 

organize and measure the best of our energies 

and skills, because that challenge is one that we 

are willing to accept, one we are unwilling to 

postpone, and one which we intend to win, and 

the others, too. (John F Kennedy, America’s 

35th president)” 

That was for going million of miles up in space. 

At the present, we have challenges of working 

in nanometers down here on earth. We have no 

choice but to bring our manufacturing and 

innovation skills back where they belong, here 

in the U.S.A. 
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Out of My Mind  
 

America Is Back 
by Anil Shrivastava ‘Musafir’ 
 

 

Weather is changing again despite 

threats of climate change. It’s the fall season all 

over above the equator. We won’t have to face 

hurricanes, forest fires, tornados, and floods for 

at least the next seven to eight months. I am 

not sure about the earthquakes. I’ll have to ask 

John Kerry if that is seasonal or a result of 

global warming. Meanwhile, Mr. Biden said the 

other day, “We can’t wait any longer to address 

the climate crisis. We see with our own eyes. 

We know it in our bones. It is time to act.” 

The president is right. The weather gets 

hot in summer, cold in winter. Then there are 

tornados and hurricane seasons. It was never 

like this before. There are rumors that the 

president is planning for the U.S. to switch to 

Celsius from Fahrenheit during the summer 

season to fight high temperatures. 

Mr. Biden is being unjustly criticized for 

a chaotic withdrawal from Afghanistan. He 

made it very clear in an ABC interview that 

there was no better way to pull out from 

Afghanistan. “No, I don't think it could have 

been handled in a way that, we're gonna go 

back in hindsight and look -- but the idea 

that somehow, there's a way to have 

gotten out without chaos ensuing, I don't 

know how that happens. (Joe Biden)." 

He was so right although he 

kinda plagiarized a famous line from the 

U.S. Commissioner of Patents Charles H. 

Duell who said in 1899, “everything that 

could be invented had been invented.” 

I think that Mr. Biden is not able to 

concentrate on his job because he is being 

criticized too much. For example, take the 

border crisis. Millions of undocumented folks 

are pouring into the U.S. It’s not Mr. Biden’s 

fault. They are coming because Mr. Biden is a 

nice guy and Mr. Biden knows that. He said to 

the PBS correspondent, Yamiche Alcindor, “I 

guess I should be flattered because people are 

coming because I'm a nice guy, that's why this is 

happening.” What’s wrong with being a nice 

guy? 

The Republicans are mad because folks 

pouring into the U.S. are unvaccinated against 

COVID. We got to understand that it’s not Mr. 

Biden’s fault if the government in their 

countries of origin failed to provide them COVID 

shots. Moreover, they also make a part of his 

future voter bank. How else is he going to be 

reelected? 

Some folks are ostracizing president 

Biden for inflation and microchip shortages. 

People don’t understand that the way to “be 

back” is simply undoing what Trump did. 
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Contrary to Trump, Mr. Biden is discouraging 

energy production at home and is asking OPEC 

to make us dependent on them again. Why is 

he not taking lead in asking U.S. manufacturers 

to produce microchips? Simple, that will be 

Trump-like. Remember, how Trump asked auto 

manufacturers to start making ventilators and 

PEPs immediately and flooded the market 

Within months? We can’t repeat Trump-era 

policies. We don’t want another incursion like 

January 6. 

Don’t have cars available to buy? Can’t 

find rental cars? Are you paying double the 

price for UBER rides? Think about how you are 

saving the environment to live another day. It’s 

better to live in austerity than dying from CO2 

emissions. 

According to the data obtained by the 

Council on Criminal Justice (CCJ), crimes in the 

U.S. so, far, are down in 2021. Robbery declined 

by 6%, residential burglary, and nonresidential 

burglary by 9%, larceny by 6%, and drug offense 

by12% compared to the same period in 2020. 

But people are after Mr. Biden and cite the 

other statistics such as the number of 

homicides increased by 16%. The aggravated 

assault rate was 9% higher in the first half of 

2021 than during the same period in 2020, and 

the gun assault rate was 5% higher in the first 

half of 2021 than the year before. Motor vehicle 

theft rates were 21% higher in the first half of 

2021 than the year before. My question to 

those folks is why do you look only for bad 

news? We should learn from Mr. Biden. See, 

how he walks away showing his back to the 

media instead of spreading pessimism. We 

already have enough of that going around. Look 

at the glass half full instead. 

Some people are so unreasonable that 

they are asking Mr. Biden to live up to his 

campaign promise of ending Coronavirus. This is 

what he said during his election campaign in 

2020, “There are 220 thousand people dead. 

Anyone who says, I am not responsible should 

not remain the president of America. I have a 

plan to end this.” 

Yes, he will end this eventually. He 

never promised when. He is trying his best. 

Don’t ask if this is the best he could do? Be 

reasonable guys. 

Lastly, “Et tu, Brute (Thou too, 

Brutus)?” The Associated Press (AP) reported 

this on February 20, 2021, “Collective sighs of 

relief could be heard from many European 

capitals Saturday after U.S. President Joe Biden 

made clear in his first major foreign policy 

address since taking office that he rejected the 

“America First” and transactional approach of 

his predecessor and urged cooperation among 

Western allies.” 

What did France do? It unashamedly 

recalled its ambassador to the United States on 

Friday in an unprecedented show of anger that 

dwarfed decades of previous rifts. All Biden did 

was asked Australia to cancel the submarine 

deal with France in America’s favor. Look at 

France. They recalled their ambassador just for 

a deal worth $65 billion. Is money that 

important for them? Shame! Shame!! What is 

$65 billion for Biden? He just taxed us through 

rising prices and is about to dole out 3.5 trillion 

Chinese dollars through welfare. 

America, come to your senses. Just 

think what’s your alternative, Kamala Harris? 
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Book Review: "A Piece of Peace" 

Author: Sweta Vikram 

To be published by: Loving Healing 

Press, Ann Arbor, MI (160 p.) 

 “A Piece of Peace is a 

chronicle of events 

related to Vikram’s 

illness and her 

triumphant return to 

life. She shares lessons 

learned on her way to 

recovery and imparts 

valuable advice to her 

readers that can both be 

life-changing and life-saving. Her story 

demonstrates the victory of valiance over 

despair. This is a timely read, especially, 

because many of us are in low spirits due to the 

Coronavirus." -TheThinkClub 

In her new book, “A Piece of Peace” Sweta 

Vikram opens up about her chronic illness and 

her determination to triumph over it. She writes 

in the Introduction section of the book, 

“According to the US National Library of 

Medicine National Institutes of Health, chronic 

diseases are among the most prevalent and 

costly health conditions in the United States.” 

Withstanding her illness, the entire book 

(written in the first-person narrative) is full of 

poignant personal experiences, cogent advice, 

and nuances of spirituality. 

In August 2018 Vikram fell ill. She had just 

celebrated the success of her first novel,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Louisiana Catch,” got invited to attend “The 

Biggest Conference for Women” in Europe, 

went to attend a board meeting in Chicago to 

do an event at Mango Pickle. Vikram chronicles 

phases of her illness till August 2019 when she 

recovered and was able to lead a normal life 

again. 

“A Piece of Peace” is full of Vikram’s 

observations about life and living. She is a 

practitioner of yoga, observes silence twelve 

hours a week, and believes in Ayurvedic 

medicines. At one point she writes, 

“Surviving is a beautiful thing because it teaches 

you who and what matters.” 

The rest of the book is about lessons learned 

which I found very valuable. It covers an array 

of topics including relationship, gratitude, 

forgiveness, writer’s block, hygiene, self-care, 

and women’s place in society. Vikram writes, 

“Here is my friendly advice to anyone who 

identifies as a woman: stop relying on people to 

build you up. Stop giving away your power. 

Instead of seeking outside validation and 

approval, focus on staying authentic and 

building your own path.” 

I was inspired by “A Piece of Peace” and learned 

valuable lessons in perseverance, courage, and 

survival. I recommend this book to everyone 

regardless of their situation in life. 

-Reviewed by Anil Shrivastava ‘Musafir’ 
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The Best of 

The Think 

Club 

 
With the publication of the Fall 2021 

issuer of TheThinkClub Quarterly, we 

just completed  25  years of    

founding  TheThinkClub Publication, a 

forum to encourage independent 

thinking among fellow human beings.   

It started with a humble beginning in 

October 1996 when Dr. Bala Prasad 

and Anil Shrivastava realized that 

much of our thinking, unfortunately, 

was biased, distorted, partial, 

uninformed or down-right 

prejudiced. Yet the quality of our life 

and that of the world around us 

depended precisely on the quality of 

our thought. Shoddy thinking is 

costly, both in money and in quality 

of life. Independent thinking is self-

directed, self-disciplined, self-

monitored, and self-corrective 

thinking. It presupposes assent to 

rigorous standards of excellence and 

mindful command of their use. 

Independent thinking comes from 

within because knowledge lies within 

us.  

Today, thanks to readers like you, 

TheThinkClub Quarterly is read by 

about 1,000 readers from all over the 

world. We are also present on 

Facebook, Twitter, Linkdin. You may 

also subscribe to TheThinkClub blog 

by going to 

https://thethinkclubblog.wordpress.c

om/. 

Thanks for your interest and constant 

support.  

Sincerely, 

Anil Shrivastava 

Partner and Managing Editor 

TheThinkClub Publication 
  

https://thethinkclubblog.wordpress.com/
https://thethinkclubblog.wordpress.com/
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Just Like a Hoosier by 
Musafir 

 

I have something in common with Albert Einstein, 

Henry Kissinger, and Arnold Schwarzenegger. Like 

them, I too am endowed with a distinguished 

accent. I don’t know about them, but I always had 

fun with mine. In the early seventies, I lived in a 

small town in Indiana where I became quite well 

known for my accent. I always used to think that 

there were only two kinds of accents in this 

country, theirs and mine. 

It so happened that my company once asked me 

to go to Saratoga, New York to attend a useless 

seminar. I landed at the Albany airport and walked 

up to the rental car booth. The girl at the desk was 

very friendly (I guess she liked my accent). She 

asked me, “Where are you from?” 

“Indiana,” I replied. 

“No! I mean where are you from?” she asked 

emphatically. 

“Small Town, Indiana,” I answered to be exact. 

“See, you don’t understand. I mean where are you 

really from?” 

This time I understood her. So I said, “I am from 

India.” 

“You have a lovely accent,” she complimented 

me. 

I drove directly to the seminar site and sat in the 

front row. During the introductions, the instructor 

asked me, “Where are you from?” 

“India,” I replied. I wanted to be directly after the 

misunderstanding at the airport. 

“No. I mean where are you from?” he asked 

emphatically. 

“The State of Bihar,” I answered to be exact. 

“See, you don’t understand. I mean where are you 

really from?” 

This time I understood him. So I said, “I am from 

Small Town, Indiana.” 

“You have a lovely accent,” he complimented me. 

The next morning I went to a restaurant to eat 

breakfast. The waitress had a typical New York 

accent. Since I had only been exposed to two 

kinds of accents in my experience (theirs and 

mine), I thought that she was from a foreign 

country. After she was done pouring coffee into 

my cup, I asked her, “Where are you from?” 

“Long Island,” she replied. 

“No. I mean where are you from?” I asked 

emphatically. 

“East Hampton,” she answered to be exact. 

“See, you don’t understand. I mean what country 

are you really from?” 

This time she understood. So she remarked in a 

terse voice, “Look, who’s talking.” 

That was a rude awakening. Now I knew that 

America had not just two, but at least three kinds 

of accent, theirs, mine, and New York’s. 

A few years later, my company sent me to 

Meridian, Mississippi to attend another useless 

seminar. One morning I went to a restaurant for 

breakfast. The waitress was very friendly. She had 

a heavy southern accent. After taking my order 

she asked me, “Where are you from?” 

Not again, I thought. I remembered the well-

known saying, “Fool me once, shame on you. Fool 

me twice, shame on me.” 

“Listen, lady, I don’t know what exactly you want 

to know about me. I am from Small Town, Indiana 

and I’ll be out of here in a flash if you ask me 

another question.” 

She looked at me with admiration and remarked, 

“I should have guessed that. You have a lovely 

accent – just like a Hoosier!” 
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THE CASE FOR SHORT WORDS 

BY RICHARD LEDERER 

(October 2021 is the Silver Anniversary 

When you speak and write, there is no law 

that says you have to use big words. Short 

words are as good as long ones, and short, old 

words— like sun and grass and home—are 

best of all. A lot of small words, more than 

you might think, can meet your needs with 

strength, grace, and charm that large words 

do not have. 

Big words can make the way dark for those 

who read what you write and hear what you 

say. Small words cast their clear light on big 

things— night and day, love and hate, war 
and peace, and life and death. Big words at 

times seem strange to the eye and the ear and 

the mind and the heart. Small words are the 

ones we seem to have known from the time 

we were born, like the hearth fire that warms 

the home. 

Short words are bright like sparks that glow 

in the night, prompt like the dawn that greets 

the day, sharp like the blade of a knife, hot 

like salt tears that scald the cheek, quick like 

moths that flit from flame to flame, and terse 

like the dart and sting of a bee. 

Here is a sound rule: Use small, old words 
where you can. If a long word says just what 

you want to say, do not fear to use it. But 

know that our tongue is rich in crisp, brisk, 

swift, short words. Make them the spine and 

the heart of what you speak and write. Short 

words are like fast friends. They will not let 

you down. 

The title of this chapter and the four 

paragraphs that you have just read are 

wrought entirely of words of one syllable. In 

setting myself this task, I did not feel 

especially cabined, cribbed, or confined. In 

fact, the structure helped me to focus on the 

power of the message I was trying to put 

across. 

One study shows that twenty words account 

for twenty-five percent of all spoken English 

words, and all twenty are monosyllabic. In 

order of the frequency they are: I, you, the, a, 

to, is, it, that, of, and, in, what, he, this, have, 

do, she, not, on, and they. Other studies 

indicate that the fifty most common words in 

written English are each made of a single 

syllable. 

For centuries our finest poets and orators 

have recognized and employed the power of 

small words to make a straight point between 

two minds. A great many of our proverbs 

punch home their points with pithy 

monosyllables: "Where there's a will, there's 

a way," "A stitch in time saves nine," "Spare 

the rod and spoil the child," "A bird in the 

hand is worth two in the bush." 

Nobody used the short word more skillfully 

than William Shakespeare, whose dying King 

Lear laments: 

"And my poor fool is hang'd!--No, no, no life! / 

Why should a dog, a horse, a rat have life / 

And thou no breath at all? Thou wilt come no 

more / Never, never, never, never, never— / 

Do you see this? Look on her. Look, her lips. 

Look there, look there!" 

Shakespeare's contemporaries made the King 

James Bible a centerpiece of short words—

"And God said. Let there be light: and there 

was light. And God saw the light, that it was 

good." The descendants of such mighty lines 

live on in the twentieth century. When asked 

to explain his policy to Parliament, Winston 

Churchill responded with these ringing 

monosyllables: "I will say: it is to wage war, 
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by sea, land, and air, with all our might and 

with all our strength that God can give us." In 

his "Death of the Hired Man," Robert Frost 

observes that "Home is the place where, 

when you go there,/They have to take you in." 

And William H. Johnson uses ten two-letter 

words to explain his secret of success: "If it is 

to be,/It is up to me." 

You don't have to be a great author, 

statesman, or philosopher to tap the energy 

and eloquence of small words. Each winter I 

ask my ninth graders at St. Paul's School to 

write a composition composed entirely of 

one-syllable words. My students greet my 

request with obligatory moans and groans, 

but, when they return to class with their 

essays, most feel that, with the pressure to 

produce high-sounding polysyllables relieved, 

they have created some of their most 

powerful and luminous prose. 

Here are submissions from two of my ninth 

graders: 

What can you say to a boy who has left home? 

You can say that he has done wrong, but he 

does not care. He has left home so that he will 

not have to deal with what you say. He wants 

to go as far as he can. He will do what he 

wants to do. 

This boy does not want to be forced to go to 

church, comb his hair, or be on time. A good 

time for this boy does not lie in your reach, 

for what you have he does not want. He 

dreams of ripped jeans, shorts with no starch, 

and old socks. 

So now this boy is on a bus to a place he 

dreams of, a place with no rules. This boy 

now walks a strange street, his long hair 

blown back by the wind. He wears no coat or 

tie, just jeans, and an old shirt. He hates your 

world, and he has left it. — Charles Shaffer 

For a long time we cruised by the coast and at 

last came to a wide bay past the curve of a 

hill, at the end of which lay a small town. Our 

longboat ride at an end, we all stretched and 

stood up to watch as the boat nosed its way 

in. 

The town climbed up the hill that rose from 
the shore, a space in front of it left bare for 

the port. Each house was a clean white with 

sky blue or grey trim; in front of each one was 

a small yard, edged by a white stone wall 

strewn with green vines. 

As the town basked in the heat of noon, not a 

thing stirred in the streets or by the shore. 

The sun beat down on the sea, the land, and 

the back of our necks, so that, in spite of the 

breeze that made the vines sway, we all 

wished we could hide from the glare in a cool, 

white house. But, as there was no one to help 

dock the boat, we had to stand and wait. 

At last, the head of the crew leaped from the 

side and strode to a large house on the right. 

He shoved the door wide, poked his head 

through the gloom, and roared with a fierce 

voice. Five or six men came out, and soon the 

port was loud with the clank of chains and 

creak of planks as the men caught ropes 

thrown by the crew, pulled them taut, and 

tied them to posts. Then they set up a rough 

plank so we could cross from the deck to the 

shore. We all made for the large house while 

the crew watched, glad to be rid of us. — Celia 

Wren 

You too can tap into the vitality and vigor of 

compact expression. Take a suggestion from 

the highway department. At the boundaries of 

your speech and prose place a sign that reads 

"Caution: Small Words at Work." 

 

 

 

 "
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Driving on Michigan’s Snowy Roads" by Anil Shrivastava ‘Musafir’ 

I love driving across long and treacherous 

stretches on Michigan’s snowy roads. It challenges 

me to focus on the task; teaches me to anticipate 

the dangers looming in front of me; forces me to 

maneuver my way out of difficult situations and 

motivates me to reach my goal. I give little 

thought to anything but maintaining my place in 

the lane until someone spins out of control in 

front of me. Once I recover, I enjoy the white 

snow flirting with the branches of nude Michigan 

trees, and the slight wavy terrains inviting me to 

fall into their mysterious embrace. 

Sometimes I purposely leave the expressways, 

diverting to lonely country roads, all alone 

because I don’t have to worry for my fellow 

passengers. Funny how a little thing like imminent 

death can force you to focus on the road. I 

become acutely aware of the nuances on side-

slope trails, every little squall of hard snow that 

might knock me off the lane. My stomach 

tightens. Then suddenly I encounter a downhill 

edge. My car starts slipping. I shift the 

transmission into second gear or even first and 

feel the jolt. It takes two nanoseconds to recover, 

but my heart and brain are shaken by a lightning 

strike of adrenaline. Ooh, feels so good! It isn’t 

until a couple minutes later, the slope long past, 

that I start breathing again. 

Traverses like this are part and parcel of my job 

that requires going to the different corners of 

Michigan. If you are going to live with snow and 

rough terrain, why not enjoy it? Driving sideways 

around the curves, sometimes through a mound 

of snow, is as much a part of my driving routine as 

walking on the factory floors or solving an 

engineering problem. Driving skills are an integral 

component of my job, as important to learn as 

anticipating human behavior, negotiating with 

problematic employees, or making a decision in a 

chaotic situation. The sooner I come to terms with 

a feral road, the better off I am. At times I have to 

decide between actively accelerating and taking it 

easy on the pedal. 

That’s easier said than done, of course. Yet 

commitment to speed brings issues all its own. 

I’ve seen people blow some tiny corner in the 

blink of an eye and fly off the highways upside 

down. Hazards come up way too fast, and there’s 

nowhere else to go. I remember wrecking a few 

cars and trucks before learning to tame the icy 

patches. That’s called experience or learning from 

one’s mistakes. That is the key to management. 

There has to be room for errors in order to learn. 

Of course, one has to be lucky to survive those 

errors. 

I love them. I love the crinkling sound of traction 

control gripping the patches of ice. I love the 

uncertainties and constant changes where I am 

forced to apply my learned skills to simulate a 

situation quickly to overcome the situation. I love 

the chaos, the challenge of making critical 

decisions on the spot, and deriving an exit 

strategy. Yes, every business planning requires an 

exit strategy. It gets too warm too quickly inside 

the cockpit. I need to breathe fresh cold 

refreshing air and evaluate if I can make it to the 

plant on time. Invariably, I can spot a coffee shop 

nestled in a picturesque corner somewhere in 

Michigan. The hardy gals and guys in those 

roadside cafes always welcome me with warmth 

and a smile. There I get a hot cup of coffee and a 

cinnamon roll. I decide whether to proceed 

further to the distant plant or have a conference 

on my cellular phone. 

I always prefer to reach my goal in spite of the 

adversities. I love to test my resolve against snow, 

wind, and winding stretches. I love their 

symbolism: snow-filled roads remind me that 

sometimes we have to move despite resistance to 

get ahead. There are risks involved that may ruin 

our plan, but “we have promises to keep and 

miles to go” (Robert Frost). 

(First published in Winter 2014) 
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The Language of Non-Verbal Communication By Bala Prasad 

Imagine that you see two people taking. One is 

sitting with arms crossed. The other is tapping 

one foot very fast. How would you interpret 

their non-verbal cues? You may have heard that 

actions speak louder than words. What does 

that mean? It means that what you do may 

matter more than what you say. It also means 

that how you say something may matter more 

than what you say. What you do, and how you 

say something, is non-verbal language. It is a 

way of communicating that has nothing to do 

with the words you speak. Studies reveal that 

non-verbal communication conveys 93 percent 

of what you mean to say. In other words, when 

your expression says one thing and your words 

another, people believe the body language. We 

often show our feelings and attitudes through 

non-verbal cues. Some people believe that non-

verbal cues are more reliable than the spoken 

word as a way of interpreting someone’s true 

feelings or intentions. Certainly, these non-

verbal cues help us get the right meaning. For 

example, body posture and walk tell us a lot 

about a person. Standing straight shows 

confidence. Slouching shows insecurity. It also 

shows disrespect – as if you don’t care. Crossing 

your arms over your chest shows you have a 

closed mind – that you are uninterested in the 

opinion of others. It can be viewed as a 

confrontational stance – as if you are telling the 

other person, “I don’t believe a word you say.” 

It can also mean that you are protecting 

yourself. Arms at your side show openness. 

Walking is body posture in motion. Your walk 

should be different at home than at work. At 

work, you should walk quickly – like you are 

ready and eager to work. At home, your walk 

should be relaxed, maybe even slower. You 

should not be in a hurry. Tone of voice tells us a 

lot about a person’s attitude toward the 

listener, as well as the person’s attitude toward 

a particular subject. For example, your tone of 

voice can relay that you are bored, or 

unimpressed. It can also relay skepticism. On 

the other hand, your tone of voice can express 

enthusiasm, or excitements. Tone shows 

feelings, and it should be constantly changing. 

We all adopt different tones for different 

contexts. Maintaining one’s physical distance 

from another person also tells us something 

about that person. There is an invisible line that 

surrounds each of us. We allow people we care 

about to cross that line, and get closer to us. 

But strangers, or people we are skeptical about, 

are seldom allowed to cross that line. They get 

too close for comfort. At work, we probably 

would not allow too many people to infiltrate 

our invisible line. In our personal lives, of 

course, we enjoy hugs and kisses from those we 

love. Hand gestures are also symbols. A 

handshake, in and of itself, is a well-known 

greeting. Even if we were among people who 

spoke a foreign language, a simple handshake 

would make us feel welcome, and at home. A 

firm handshake reflects confidence, and 

sincerity. A flimsier handshake might suggest 

nervousness. But either way, a handshake says 

hello. Body gestures are also indicators. 

Shrugging your shoulders tells people you don’t 

know, or you don’t care. Children often shrug 

their shoulders when parents ask them a 

question they don’t want to answer. Even 

without saying a word, parents would know 

that the child who shrugs his shoulders might 

be embarrassed or ashamed about something. 

Of course, children who roll their eyes at their 

parents are also conveying a message without 

saying a word! Tapping a foot shows 

impatience. A hand on your hips shows 

frustration. And, of course, a single nod of the 

head shows agreement, without ever having to 

speak a word. Eye contact is an extremely 
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important type of non-verbal language. When 

we look another person in the eye, we are 

telling them to trust us, no matter what we say. 

Sales people have probably perfected the art of 

looking people in the eye. It also shows you are 

interested in the other person. Looking 

someone in the eye and nodding during 

conversations tells the other person you want 

to hear what they have to say. If you can’t look 

somebody in the eye, they will question your 

motives. They might think you don’t care about 

what they are saying, or that you have 

something to hide. Although you might not 

think of it, appearance also tells others things 

about yourself. For example, if you wear dirty, 

sloppy clothes, that may reflect that you don’t 

care – that you have little interest in yourself or 

the person with whom you are speaking. 

Employers may not think you will be a good 

worker. If you wear certain types of clothes, or 

certain types of jewelry, that may help you 

identify with certain groups of people, who 

share your cultural or socio-economic 

background. Think about how people dress at 

work. Lawyers wear suits. Doctors wear white 

coats. These indicators tells us who they are 

before they speak their first word. I have always 

believed that you can tell a lot about a person 

by how polished his shoes are! A good role 

model for non-verbal communication is former 

President Bill Clinton. In his presidential 

debates, he would often shake his head at his 

opponent to convey skepticism. Or, he would 

signal attentive listening by putting his finger on 

his chin and nodding his head. This body 

language would also convey Clinton’s 

willingness to consider the ideas he was hearing 

about. Clinton’s hand gestures also conveyed 

what he was thinking – holding his two hands 

apart conveyed to the audience that he was 

serious about the issue he was discussing. 

Holding his two hands together, almost as in 

prayer, conveyed is thoughtfulness – or in some 

instances, his repentance. Next time you are in 

a gathering with other people, watch their non-

verbal cues. And watch your own non-verbal 

cues as well. Do your cues say what you mean 

to say? Non-verbal language can easily become 

a habit for us – so let’s make sure we are not 

giving the wrong impression by it!  

Sincerely, 

 Bala Prasad 
 

You Can Be a 

Published Author 

 

GET 

Published 

NOW 
Think Club Publications 

Write to: 

info@TheThinkClub.com 

Visit us at 

http://www.thethinkclub.com

/ 

 

 

  

mailto:info@TheThinkClub.com
http://www.thethinkclub.com/
http://www.thethinkclub.com/


20 
 

Want to learn 
Internet 
coding the 
easiest way? 

Look no 
further…  

Click on 
http://www.Web
Graf.org 

 

As the course’s title 

indicates, this class is 

intended to be easy. You 

may consider this course 

as a gateway to learning 

higher level Internet 

coding in the future. By 

the end of this course, 

you will learn enough to 

create web pages from 

scrap. This is my 

guarantee to you. 
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