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Editorial
Repeal the Second Amendment
by Anil Shrivastava ‘Musafir’

I am not a constitutional expert. However,
I have been reading the Second
Amendment and trying to make sense of
it for the last two weeks. The following is
what I have understood, so far.

Parts of the Second Amendment are
archaic, impractical, and utterly
nonsensical. Many in the Founding
generation believed that federal
governments are prone to use soldiers to
oppress the people and take away their
rights. Therefore, the states were allowed
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to form a militia, now known as the
National Guard to protect the state
against the tyranny of the federal
government. However, there were two
schools of interpretation: one that it was
about the right of individuals and the
other that it was about the right of a state
to have a militia. Later, the courts
interpreted this as an individual right as
the operative phrase in the Amendment is
"the right of the people to keep and bear
arms shall not be infringed."

schools, movie theaters, shopping malls
and concerts. It’s not safe to live in
America. Whenever someone asks me
what has been my greatest achievement
in life, I reply, “I have lived in this country
for around 50 years and I am still alive.”
The NRA and the lobbyists are either
selfish or stupid. Recently, the former
Justice of the Supreme Court John Paul
Stevens, a conservative, wrote in an op-ed
that Americans should “demand the
repeal of the Second Amendment.” He
continued, “a constitutional amendment
to get rid of the Second Amendment
would be simple and would do more to
weaken the NRA’s ability to stymie
legislative debate and block constructive
gun control legislation than any other
available option.”

We hear political rhetoric about federal
tyranny, but most Americans do not fear
the nation’s armed forces and virtually no
one thinks that an armed populace could
defeat those forces in battle. It's time to
repeal the Second Amendment now. This
may have been practical in the 1700s
when the militia and federal government
were matched in firepower. Now, the
nation’s military establishment has
become enormously more powerful than
eighteenth-century armies. No individual
and state can defend themselves against
the federal military because an individual
and states don’t have an air force, nuclear
bombs or satellite technology to fight the
national military. An individual doesn’t
need armors of mass destruction to
defend oneself against an intruder or a
thief.

In 1991, Former Chief Justice Warren
Burger, famously conservative, said that
the Second Amendment “has been the
subject of one of the greatest pieces of
fraud, I repeat the word fraud, on the
American public by special interest groups
that I have ever seen in my lifetime.”
The U.S.A. is the only country whose
citizens routinely slaughter large groups of
other citizens at random. We got to get
out of this wild west mentality
immediately and make this country a safe
place to live.

We are not safe because of that. There is
a meaningless mass shooting every day in
this country. It happens in churches,
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Abortion Right
by Anil Shrivastava ‘Musafir’

I am not
against
abortion in
certain
situations
in the early
stage of
pregnancy
such as
rape,
incest,

all, no one has the right to mutate one’s
body or commit suicide except in the case
of mercy killing due to immense suffering
resulting from a terminal illness. Then why
destroy an embryo?
There is no way to seriously deny that
abortion is a form of killing. A fetus after it
gets life is part of a single continuous
process that later goes through infancy and
childhood to middle age and beyond. When
a group of explorers used to get lost in the
past and reached a stage of starvation, they
killed the weakest member in the group and
eat them. An embryo is also weak and
helpless like the weak member of the
expedition. So, how is it moral to kill the
former just for convenience?

endangerment of the mother’s life,
extremely deformed fetus, and starvation.
However, it shouldn’t be performed at a
later stage (I am not a biologist so I don’t
know what that later stage ought to be). All
I know is that having sex for pleasure and
then aborting the fetus for convenience is
inhuman. If a person murders a pregnant
woman, he is charged with taking two lives.
Why so?

The position that unborn human beings
aren’t human persons can really tend to a
slippery slope from abortion to infanticide.
Unfortunately, our society is polarized
between pro-life and pro-choice based on
the labels they wear such as liberals and
conservatives, Democrats or Republicans.
They believe more in the manifesto of their
group than common sense and reasoning.
In fact, abortion should be a medical
decision, not a political one.

Killing a fetus at a later stage doesn’t have
to do anything with women’s rights. “My
body, my choice” is a hollow slogan. After
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Real News
By Anil Shrivastava ‘Musafir’
According to the Click News, America will go
through its first Civil War since 1865 between
the vaccinated and the unvaccinated folks. The
U.S. is preparing to put all unvaccinated people
in a concentration camp through an executive
order to avoid the looming Civil War. The
executive order will not apply to the illegals
coming through the Mexican border though.
The guests in the camps will retain the right not
to be vaccinated while being subjected to daily
testing instead. They will also retain the right to
remain unemployed.

Folks, if you are confused with news coverage
on cable channels, you haven’t read National
Enquirer. You probably think that check-outcounter publications are for the dim-witted.
Well, you are missing a lot. Since I have taken to
reading check-out counter publications, I am
very well informed now.

According to Chatter Burger magazine, the
Neanderthals are planning a massive protest at
the nation’s capital to protest their comparison
with the January 6 insurrectionists. The
spokesperson of the group said, “We’re nothing
at all like those morons. We learned our lesson
quite early. We experienced extinction because
we didn’t wear masks, didn’t maintain social
distancing, and didn’t get vaccinated. We won’t
repeat those mistakes again. I mean, we’re
Neanderthals, not idiots!”

According to one of the most reliable checkout-counter publications, our president is
possessed by some spirit from outer space. It is
the spirit that does the talking for him. He
listens to the voice of the spirit first and then
speaks. That’s why sometimes he seems
disoriented, self-contradicting, and dazed.
When one of the reporters asked him, “Do you
think inflation is the biggest liability for the midterms?”

Nearby, several dozen anti-mask demonstrators
were injured with second and third-degree
burns at a mask-burning rally. “This just goes to
show how dangerous these masks really are,”
observed event organizer Boom Boom, “Of
course next time we’ll make sure everybody
removes their mask before setting it on fire.”

The spirit murmured, “What a stupid son-of-ab@#*”.
Today, while standing in line at the checkout
counter at Piggly Wiggly I read this in one of the
magazines, “Having seen his work at the Oscars,
the President is commissioning Will Smith to
slap Putin to try and knock some sense into
him.” Once that mission is completed, Will
Smith has a list of another potential “slappees,”
including Donald Trump, Clarence Thomas’
wife, and everybody at the Fox News Channel.

More real news after my next trip to Piggly
Wiggly next week. Stay tuned.
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by Anil Shrivastava “Musafir”

As of today, April 5, 2022, a massive
amount of Russian oil is still flowing into the
27 member states of the European Union.
Germany’s EnBW announced that it plans to

buy 3 billion cubic meters of gas a year from
Russia. However, India was criticized by the
western countries including the United
States for recently placing an order of 3
6

million barrels of crude oil from Russia.
“This duplicity is not lost on India. “In a
parliamentary session on March 25, one
politician described the West’s double
game of turning a blind eye to Europe’s
imports while criticizing India’s. India’s
foreign minister, Jaishankar said, “there was
a report that Europe has bought 15% more
oil and gas from Russia in March than in
February.” (Source: The Washington Post)

Russia is attempting to sway India in one
direction — toward a more forceful
statement in support of Moscow’s actions.
The United States is trying to sway it in the
other — an outright condemnation, a vote
with the West in the UN.
Meanwhile, the diplomatic courting of New
Delhi these past two weeks have been
intense. The visitors to India consisted of
Russia’s Foreign Minister, Sergei Lavrov,
China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi, U.K.
Foreign Secretary Liz Truss, the U.S. Under
Secretary of State Victoria Nuland. Others
to pass through the capital include the
foreign ministers of Austria, Greece,
Mexico, and Oman.

On January 31, India abstained from the
United Nations Security Council vote on
Ukraine. However, India’s move was rather
well-calculated and thought-out. India did
that to balance its ties both with Moscow
and Washington. It’s no secret that Moscow
makes up about half of India’s total
weapons import. India needs Russia to
service its arms, and also for joint products,
like the Brahmos missile. Russia has always
supported India in its time of need. Hence,
abandoning Russia is not an option for New
Delhi.

Jaishankar, the foreign minister of India
pushed Sergei Lavrov for a ceasefire and a
durable peace deal with Ukraine. It’s not a
mere coincidence that Russia is now
retreating and is changing its tune. I have
no firm evidence to support that this
happened because of India’s pressure on
Russia, but I’ll give India a benefit of the
doubt in this matter and I wish India the
best in trying to maintain its policy of nonalliance.

The U.S. can’t displease India with sanctions
because India is a part of the Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue (QUAD) alliance of pacific
democracies against China. Those
democracies are the United States, India,
Australia, and Japan.
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Think Again
Author: Adam Grant
Publisher: First published by Penguin in 2021 (320 pages)

In “Think Again,” the
author, Grant presents
the theoretical and
practical aspects of
rethinking and mental
agility.

tool for leading a more fulfilling life." That
sounds pretty important to me, so I'll be rereading and rethinking regularly.
Adam also talks about the Dunning–Kruger
effect which is a cognitive bias where
people will overestimate their ability. Adam
goes on to say "If we're certain that we
know something, we have no reason to look
for gaps and flaws in our knowledge - let
alone fill or correct them.”

Contrary to the
general view, Grant
questions that a
combination of
instincts, habits,
assumptions, and experiences is something
we should hold dear. Instead of that, the
author emphasizes the importance of
lifelong learning and maintaining an open,
flexible mind.

Grant seamlessly weaves this broad topic of
"open-mindedness" with practical tools for
how-to, and how not to, put into practice.
He also tells vivid, and sometimes
heartbreaking stories that show this value
in practice. If you're trying to improve your
openness and curiosity and embrace the
mentality of a tinkering scientist over a
confident prognosticator, this book is
fantastic.

Grant believes that keeping an open mind is
a teachable skill. He brilliantly convinces the
readers to rethink their opinions and their
most important decisions.
Rethinking liberates us to do more than
update our knowledge and opinions—it’s a

-Reviewed by Musafir
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Essay
The World Stopped but Not the War
by Anil Shrivastava ‘Musafir’

It was the fifth of February, winter morning
when I received the call from India that my
younger brother had passed away.

His oxygen level became critical despite the
breathing devices he was on. Ultimately and
sadly, he was gone. I didn’t even have a
chance to say goodbye to him. It is that
strange disease. It was Covid-19. It was my
first encounter with the pandemic hitting so

He was in the ICU for a few weeks, then
both his lungs and heart became very weak.
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close to home. I had lost my younger
brother.

sharing of experiences that could have
saved many more lives.

For more than the last 2 years, I haven’t
traveled anywhere. This time both my
family and my brother’s family passionately
pleaded with me not to go to India as they
didn’t want to lose the last surviving
member of my generation.

There were at least thirty separate
initiatives for developing a vaccine in as
many countries, involving talented groups
of researchers, but scant cooperation could
have eliminated false leads quickened
promising approaches, and saved precious
time. Companies in different lands
competed fiercely to develop a marketable
product fast, for a sizable profit bonanza
but never considered joining hands to help
dying men and women.

This pandemic has made millions of us feel
stuck in our boundaries, suffocating, and
alone. Nobody can make a move. Practically
every country has been shutting its doors,
discouraging visitors from other states.
Some airlines closed their shutters; others
reduced flights or imposed harsh
restrictions. If you wriggle through and
arrive in another country, you run a
gauntlet of tests and end up quarantined
for weeks. Others I know have been in the
same position as me, restrained to their
homes.

When I hear of the individual frustrations, I
begin to realize, despite the vast
opportunities today for international
communication and awareness, how utterly
provincial we have remained, how little we
can transcend our pettiest concerns, and
how scantly we have learned to get
together as a race to wage a clearly-needed
international crusade.

I am shocked that in our preoccupation with
personal concerns and private fears, we
overlook the most stunning aspect of the
present pandemic. This pandemic is an
international blight, striking every country
including the most isolated island and
archipelago, and yet the response is
pathetically limited and insular. At the level
of doctors and nurses, there was some
minimal sharing of information, but there
was virtually none of the swift and full

Ironically, the pandemic stopped the world
but not its wars. Countries like the USA,
Russia, Ukraine, Afghanistan, Yemen, and
Syria continue fighting directly or indirectly
with each other instead of saving each
other from COID. Hobbes rightly said, “The
condition of man... is a condition of war of
everyone against everyone.”
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Health Talk
What goes in the Minds of Adolescent Shooters
By Dr. Niru Prasad
Gun violence among our adolescents and
adults has become a 21st century public
health epidemic. Recent data presented
by the CDC (nejm.org) showed the
approximate number of firearm-related
deaths in 2020 in the United States was
close to 45,222. Furthermore, homicides
involving firearms are affecting both our
adolescent and adult population in the
United States. In fact, according to recent
data, firearm related injuries and deaths
are second only to motor vehicle
accidents as a leading cause of death.
Drug overdose and poisoning increased by
83.6 percent in 2020, becoming the 3rd
leading cause of death in adolescents and
adults.

Buffalo, New York, killing at least 10
innocent bystanders.
What are some of the factors leading our
youth to violence?
Unemployment and poverty,
dysfunctional families, substance abuse.
Social media has also been linked to
violence amongst our youth. Anxiety,
depression, fear of being bullied.
Researchers are now studying “deadly
dreams.” These are fantasies that young
shooters frequently experience.
(www.scientificamerican.com)
What goes on in the mind of a juvenile
shooter?

Increasing firearm mortality in the
present century reflects a long term trend
in society’s failure to protect our children.
The mass school shooting that occurred
on November 30, 2021, in Oxford,
Michigan, made national news. A 15-yearold school shooter killed 4 students and
left many others injured. The shooter is
being tried as an adult, and his parents
have also been charged with involuntary
murder. This is a senseless tragedy. The
Oxford example is not the only example of
senseless killing. Just this month, a young
adult opened fire in a grocery store in

Images for
anatomy of
the teenage
brain are
being
performed.

www.amenclinics.com A thorough study
of the profile of mass shooters has
documented that mentally ill individuals
have lower brain activity in their prefrontal cortex of the frontal lobe (grey
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matter) that controls their behavior and
judgment.

communities are not given equal access to
education, housing, jobs, mental health
and trauma services. President Biden is
pledging 5 billion dollars for community
violence intervention.

Any damage to areas like frontal lobe,
hypothalamus and limbic system, can
contribute to extreme aggression, loss of
control, loss of judgment and violence.
Researches have also proven the fact that
adolescents with poor impulse control,
anger outbursts, schizophrenia, and
abuse, are more prone to possess guns
and become violent.

Protective measures to keep guns safe at
home include keeping all guns unloaded
and secured in a place that children
cannot access. In conclusion:
Psychological evaluations can predict
future psychopathic behavior. Gun control
can help reduce senseless gun violence.
Parents should be engaged with their
children. Educators should be on high
alerts with their students.

Research shows that increased time on
social media and group chatting can have
a negative influence on our youth, causing
a decline in mental health and making our
young ones more susceptible to thoughts
of suicide and violence. Isolating alone all
day and excessive use of one’s
smartphone also causes loneliness and
depression.

In closing, the views I have expressed are
shaped by 50 years of clinical practice in
pediatrics and emergency medicine. It is
my hope that stricter gun control and
good parenting will help our youth
navigate through this difficult time of
increased gun violence. As always, I would
like to thank my viewers. If you missed my
first segment on crime prevention, you
can find it on the station’s website.

How can we do our part to prevent mass
shootings?
Physical and mental wellness Parental
guidance School guidance Education
Restrictions on access to firearms Here in
America, cycles of gun violence are
exacerbated when black and brown
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The Road Not Taken
By Anil Shrivastava ‘Musafir’

I live in a wooded area. The nearest
shopping plaza is about five miles away
from my home. I go to my gym every
afternoon around 2 O’clock which is past
the nearest shopping plaza. The only road

leading to the gym goes through woods and
picturesque houses. If you take that road
during the afternoon, you’ll crisscross
through rays filtered through the leaves of
tall maple and oak trees. Midway to the
13

gym, you’ll pass through a quaint cider mill
on the left. You may stop there for freshly
picked apples, cider, and warm donuts.

hefty dimension of her bag makes that
unlikely. Spare clothes or uniforms? Could it
then be the instruments for an uncommon
trade? Photography does not need more
than a tripod and a few extra lenses. A
surveyor has more streamlined folding
gadgets. A cosmetologist carries a large
assortment of stuff but in a more compact
container. Even an arborist carries smaller
implements that fit into a reasonable bag.
But, fancy apart, I cannot think of a good
reason for that oversize bag.

It's right there where I see this woman
walking straight and fast going towards the
plaza every day like a clockwork. I’ve been
spotting her for the last 22 years at that
marker during summer, winter, snow,
blizzard, rain, or what may come. She
dresses according to the weather but
always dons a reflective jacket and an
oversize school bag. No one else walks
through that road since it’s a state highway.
Some days I have seen her making a return
journey during the evening.

So, there I stay, in my car full of curiosity,
watching the stranger fade away in my rearview mirror walking the road with an
oversize bag, mystified as ever by the
woman’s mission and her genuine identity. I
realize, after many years, that I will never
know the answer. No, I will never have my
curiosity satisfied and know why she walks
this way.

Twenty-two years ago, she was a charming
young lady in her twenties. Now, she
appears a little ragged and pale. I wonder
whether she prefers to walk or has no
money to buy a car. Does she have a
husband or a boyfriend? How come I always
see her alone with determined steps?
Where does she go every day? Does she
work in a grocery store or is she a tutor?
How come her routine has not changed
ever since? That makes me wonder every
time about her intended mission.

Then, suddenly, the significance of the
whole business dawns on me. There are
many questions to which we will never find
the answer. There are many, many
mysteries in the world to which we will
never know the solution. But we should
know that mysteries will abide, to excite
and entrance us. To challenge us to make
the best use, if not our grey cells, at least
our imagination on the winding road of life.
That is what our life is all about.

I have not seen anyone offering her a ride
or walking with her. I always have this
curiosity to stop and talk to her but I don’t
want to bother her or look like a stalker. No
one else does. It is unthinkable that I should
walk out and accost her and start asking
invidious questions. She is striking above all
because I don’t know what she is about. I
have no idea. Not even the shadow of a
hypothesis.
And what is that bag about? What does it
contain? Snacks and water? The unusually
14

1. What does a funambulist walk on?

2. Area 51 is located in which US state?

3. On a dartboard, what number is directly opposite No. 1?

4. Which American president appears on a one-dollar bill?

5. What geometric shape is generally used for stop signs?

6. How many colors are there in a rainbow?

7. TRUE OR FALSE - A scientific study on peanuts in bars found traces of over 100 unique
specimens of urine.

8. What is the nickname of the US state of California?
ANSWERS
1. A Tight Rope 2. Nevada 3. 19 4. George Washington 5. Octagon 6. 7 7. False 8. Golden
State
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India Is Creating A New World Order
By: Chris Ogden
(Reprinted from IAI News on May 3, 2022)
The West claims that Putin’s war against Ukraine
means that Russia is now isolated by the
international community. But in fact, the exact
opposite is happening. Most of the world is either
pro-Russia or neutral with regards to the war in
Ukraine. India’s neutral stance is critical to this
international balance of power. And while India’s
historical ties with Russia go a long way to explain
the current situation, it is also India’s vision for the
future that’s informing its attitude. Along with China
and Russia, India is aiming to bring about an end to
western global hegemony, and usher in a new era of
a multipolar international order, argues Chris Ogden.

of the current international order under the
US). Such a system would be politically pluralistic
with neither democratic nor authoritarian regimes
being wholly dominant. It would fundamentally
signal the end of western hegemony in global affairs
and a much more complex and unpredictable form
of international politics, which would irrevocably
disrupt the balance of power that the West has
relied upon.
At its heart, such a future would be characteristic of
India’s desire for strategic flexibility and autonomy,
whereby New Delhi does not wish to be constrained
by longstanding alliances but instead seeks multiple
cooperative partnerships simultaneously, even if
they are counter-intuitive in terms of strategic
alignment. A wider multipolar order would
normalise such complexity and seemingly erratic
policies, and also mitigate against India ever being
totally placed within the sphere of influence of
powers such as the US or the UK. With other key
major actors – including Russia and China – also
vying for a post-hegemonic, post-western,
multipolar future, such an outlook will be further
formalised, which would allow India - and other
major countries - to continue such chameleon
tactics.

While it may seem from the Western perspective
that Russia is turning into an isolated, pariah state
due to its invasion of Ukraine, nothing could be
further from the truth. In reality, the majority of the
world, in terms of population, remains either neutral
or pro-Russia concerning the conflict. India, with a
population of over 1.38 billion people, accounts for a
big proportion of that population
balance. Moreover, New Delhi’s refusal to condemn
Moscow’s military action reveals a significant shift in
the global balance of power, which now appears to
be tilting away from the once dominant Western
powers.

India’s relationship with Russia runs deep

New Delhi’s stance contradicted western strategic
assumptions that India was a natural part of a prodemocracy bloc. Instead, India has shown itself to
be a wily chameleon on the world stage that is able
to foster positive relations with a range of countries
that are often in competition with each other. It also
underscored a lack of western knowledge
concerning Indian diplomacy and strategy, in
particular its multipolar vision of the future.

India and Russia have enjoyed a deep-rooted,
enduring and resilient relationship dating from the
1950s. Stemming from the initial socialist
orientation of Indian domestic politics, sizeable
amounts of Soviet aid helped India to develop an
autonomous heavy-industry and technological
base. From this time, New Delhi also received Soviet
military cooperation, and diplomatic support within
the United Nations Security Council (UNSC).

This future envisages an international system where
a number of different major powers compete for
influence in the global sphere, rather than the world
being dominated by one country (as is the mainstay

Crucially, the Soviet Union remained neutral
during the 1962 India-China war, due to shared
sentiments concerning Chinese intentions. Prior
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to the 1971 East Pakistan War (which led to the
creation of Bangladesh) , the two sides signed
the Twenty-Year Peace, Friendship and Cooperation
Treaty which protected India from UN censure and
balanced against an emergent Islamabad–Beijing–
Washington triple entente. New Delhi’s success in
the conflict cemented foundations of trust with
Moscow for the rest of the Cold War.

be complicated and convoluted with leading actors
cooperating in certain domains yet clashing in
others, as their strategic interests interlocked with
ever greater intricacy.
Advocacy of such an outlook matches their
membership of groupings such as BRICS (BrazilRussia-India-China-South Africa) and the Russia–
India–China triangle. It is also buoyed by common
ambitions regarding becoming great powers,
promoting development and equality (in terms of
achieving parity with other leading powers, such as
the United States) and seeking non-intervention (i.e.
rejecting criticism of anything seen as being an
internal issue of any other country, not just Russia or
India, which for Moscow includes Ukraine, for India
includes Kashmir and for China includes Taiwan).

After the end of the Cold War, close relations
continued. India continued to gain a “strategic
edge” from these relations concerning military arms
supplies, with Moscow supplying New Delhi
with over $44 billion worth of weapons from 1992 to
2021, 65% of all India’s military imports during this
period. For India, these links are variously aimed at
redressing strategic imbalances with China, ensuring
superiority over Pakistan and projecting an image as
a great power. All domains of the Indian military are
supplied by Russia, particularly the navy (destroyers,
frigates, submarines, aircraft carriers) but also the
army (tanks, artillery, armoured vehicles) and air
force (fighter jets, radar, missiles).

Notably, the formation of the BRICS grouping in
2010 declared that ‘the world is undergoing major
and swift changes that highlight the need for
corresponding transformations in global governance
in all relevant areas’. Its members also argued that
their collective command of major portions of the
world’s population (41% of the total in 2021) and
economic production (31% of the total in 2021)
demanded such a renovation. Together, China, India
and Russia also spent 18% of all military expenditure
in 2021.

Beyond the military domain, Russia’s diplomatic
protection via the UNSC bolsters Indian claims in
Kashmir and her primacy in South Asia, while Russia
is a leading supplier of hydrocarbons to India and a
major investor in multiple nuclear-reactor
projects. The relationship has also involved joint
military operations and technological (especially
military and space) cooperation. In 2010, RussiaIndia relations were upgraded to be “special and
privileged”, making it New Delhi’s foremost
important global strategic partnership.

These arguments have been replicated regarding
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, a security
organisation, which was originally founded in
1996. Now consisting of China, Russia, the Central
Asian states and India and Pakistan (who joined as
full members in 2017), it is now the world’s largest
multilateral regime of its kind. Moreover, in the
economic sphere, in the Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank, in 2021 China had the most overall
voting power with 26.57%, followed by India (7.60%)
and Russia (5.98%), which again underscored the
power of these states in concert versus western
institutions.

Towards a multipolar international order
Clear strategic synergies are visible in the continued
convergence of Indian and Russian worldviews
regarding the promotion of a multipolar, balanced,
stable and non-hegemonic international order. Such
a multipolar order would not be clearly led by one
particular country and would not signal the simple
replacement of the US by China. Nor would it
involve a power struggle solely between Beijing and
Washington but would encompass a wider and
protracted skirmish for influence involving other big
actors such as New Delhi, Moscow, Tokyo and
Brussels. In practice, such a multipolar order would

The emergence of these new groupings are acting to
challenge the dominance of the western
international order. It is also notable that, despite
American thinkers proclaiming the irresistible
triumph of the West’s liberal international order as
marking “the end of history”, there is now a
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successful alternative to such a vision. If dominated
by China, Russia and India, such an alternative would
be more authoritarian and illiberal in nature, with no
presumption for the universality of democracy or
associated liberal values. Authoritarianism would
not be actively promoted within such a vision –
contrary to how the US has often energetically
promoted democracy - but would be tacitly
accepted, which would be to the overall detriment
of democratic forces globally.

neutral or Russian-leaning regarding the war in
Ukraine, which is a position shared by many across
Asia and Africa and could typify a post-liberal
international order. It may also result in the West
becoming highly isolated from the such a neutralityminded bloc.
Such Western isolation would have both economic
and diplomatic repercussions, as countries within
such a bloc would actively seek out non-Western
partners who are not openly critical of their
domestic or foreign policies. In the longer-term,
such developments would create an ever-deepening
schism between “democratic” and “authoritarian”
regimes. It would add greater legitimacy to the
latter, especially if major actors such as China, Russia
and – as we have seen – India remain influential
globally. Stronger links – even if in very context
specific ways – between New Delhi and Moscow and
between Moscow and Beijing would only accelerate
such a new balance of power. If India and China
resolved their– especially territorially – disputes,
then an even greater “grand Eurasian power
concert” could emerge, signalling the demise of
Western power.

Such Western claims have also entailed elements of
presumption, as not all the world – including China,
India, the former Soviet bloc, much of the Islamic
world and many developing countries – had been
subsumed into such a concept, either during the
Cold War or indeed in the present era. A postwestern order would reject such presumption and
invoke a system that was much more representative
of global political realities.
That India is also displaying increasing authoritarian
proclivities further suggests that this New Delhi’s
strategic distance from the democratic West is not a
phenomenon purely linked to Cold War dynamics
but is one that is currently acquiring a new life of its
own. In 2016, according to the Economist’s
Democracy Index, India was considered to be a
“flawed democracy”, and “partly free” by Freedom
House in 2021 concerning political and human
rights. Moreover, increasing attacks upon political
opponents, as well as towards its Muslim
population, are resulting in a modern-day India that
is increasingly characterised by the country’s
‘”intolerance of the media and free speech,
tolerance of hate speech and religious polarisation,
secrecy, lack of transparency and lack of
communication”’.

Given the deep historical and contemporary
strategic ties between New Delhi and Moscow, it is
unlikely that India will change its position concerning
the war in Ukraine. Equally, India will not signal that
it is explicitly on the West’s side concerning this
conflict. Given the West’s ever-greater need
for India to balance against China in the IndoPacific – of which New Delhi is ever-more cognisant
– there is little that the US and others can do to
pressure India to change its attitude towards
Russia. It also heralds a new multipolar era in global
affairs that will be increasingly messy and
unpredictable.

India's stance towards the war in Ukraine is thus
appearing to bear the hallmarks of a major inflection
point in international affairs. Not only have the
strategic assumptions of the West been rejected but
the overall global balance of power now appears to
be tilting away from western democracies. Vitally,
India has emerged as a leading country that is either
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